
OLVER PRAISES FIRST DISTRICT PARTICIPANTS IN MARCH FOR WOMENíS LIVES

  
WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) released           the following statement today on the March for Women's Lives:

           "On April 25, 2004, thousands of women and men from           across the United States, including many from the First District of           Massachusetts, will gather on the National Mall in Washington D.C.           for the March for Women's Lives. The march is expected to be           the largest demonstration in support of reproductive rights and other           important issues affecting women in the United States. As a congressional           cosponsor of the march, I commend those from the First District who           will travel to Washington to participate in the march and related activities.

           "The March for Women's Lives comes at a critical time for women           in the United States as Congress and this Administration have been           chipping away at women's rights. Congress has infringed on a           woman's right to choose as guaranteed by the Supreme Court in           Roe v. Wade by passing the so-called Partial-birth Abortion Ban and           the Unborn Victims of Violence Act. Neither the Partial-birth Abortion           Ban, which President Bush signed into law, nor the Unborn Victims of           Violence Act, allows an exception for a woman whose health is threatened           by her pregnancy.

           "Government's role should be to ensure - not deny - women's           access to the full range of reproductive health services. I am a member           of the Pro-Choice Caucus and our mission is to 'Plan for Healthy           Families, Prevent Unintended Pregnancies, and Protect a Woman's           Right to Choose.' I am a cosponsor of H.R. 4192, the Putting           Prevention First Act. This legislation is a prevention package designed           to help prevent unintended pregnancies, prevent STDs, including HIV/AIDS,           and reduce the number of abortions. 

           "My voting record speaks to my dedication to women's issues. I           received a 100 percent score from Planned Parenthood for 11 key votes           in favor of reproductive rights. The American Association of University           Women also gave me a 100 percent for key votes on education, reproductive           health, education, civil rights and welfare reform. 

           "I commend the seven leading national women's rights groups that           are the principal sponsors of the march, as well as other organizations           that have signed on to provide additional support. The American Civil           Liberties Union, Black Women's Health Imperative, Feminist Majority,           NARAL Pro-Choice America, National Latina Institute for Reproductive           Health, National Organization for Women and Planned Parenthood Federation           of America are the principal organizers and have pooled efforts and           resources to lay the groundwork for the march.

           "The March for Women's Lives will bring together people from all           over the country - those from big cities and small towns alike.           This meeting of such a large group will allow people to build connections           and promote solidarity on important issues affecting women. But the           march is just one step in an on-going process. Even if you cannot attend           the actual march in Washington, D.C., I encourage you to get involved           at the local level both prior to the march and afterwards when your           local marchers come home."

 # # #

 For more information on the March for Women's Lives, go to http://www.marchforwomen.org/ .

 The Planned Parenthood Action Fund Congressional Scorecard can be viewed at http://www.ppaction.org/ppvotes/scorecard-r
esults.html .

 The American Association of University Women Scorecard can be viewed at http://www.aauw.org/takeaction/Voting_recor
d_108th.pdf .
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